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___________________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the October 2010 meeting of Huntly Community Council held in the Council Chamber, The Stewart’s Hall, Huntly on Thursday 21 October
 at 7.30 pm

1.
Welcome and Apologies
Present: Hilda Lumsden-Gill (Chair); Tony Gill (Vice Chair) Bob Ness (Treasurer); Mary Burgerhout (Secretary); Hazel McIntosh; Freda McRae; John Greer; Gillian Petrie; Karen Reid; Trine Luno; PC Neil McAdam; Wendy Clarihew
Apologies: Kathryn Henderson, Cllrs Moira Ingleby and Alastair Ross, Pat Scott 
Hilda welcomed members, PC McAdam, and Wendy Clarihew of the Huntly Express to the meeting. A special welcome was given to newly co-opted member Trine Luno who will sit on the committee until the next AGM in May, when she will have the opportunity to be elected for a three-year term. Meantime Trine has full voting rights. Hilda advised that Maureen Adam, Dog Warden, would be arriving at 7.45 pm to give a talk.
2.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
The minutes were proposed for acceptance by Bob Ness and seconded by Freda McRae. Hilda raised a point of information regarding the distribution of approved minutes; they should, among other places, appear on huntly.net but this has not been updated for some time - on us sending them the latest minutes, we were told that Donald Boyd of HDT was under the impression that the Community Council had undergone training and could update the website themselves. Tony confirmed that the Community Council had not received such training, only businesses and tourist groups. Mary to ask Donald Boyd to arrange for such training. 
Hilda also advised that the minutes in the Stewart’s Hall window were not up to date and requested that either the CC be provided with a spare key for the window, or that the caretakers ensure that the window is kept up to date. John undertook to post the latest minutes the window together with an updated list of CC members. 
3.
Dog Warden
Maureen Adam, Inverurie-based Dog Warden, gave a talk on her job. Her remit includes dealing with stray dogs, barking and fouling problems, and inspection of/ granting licences to boarding and breeding establishments and pet shops. Regarding fouling, those who wish to report irresponsible owners can give Maureen (tel 01467 628195) the address of the owner and/or registration number of their car, and a description of the dog, and she will follow it up. Huntly is well-provided with disposal bins and bags can also be dropped in general litter bins. Special clean-ups of pavements can be done on request. A general discussion ensued about dogs in parks and playgrounds, with concern expressed about dogs encroaching on playparks. Mary to write to Aberdeenshire Council Recreation and Leisure to request that fences be erected around the Gladstone Road and riverside playparks. Hilda thanked Maureen for a very interesting and informative talk.  
4.
Matters Arising

a)
Police Issues PC McAdam presented his report. In the 35 days to 21 October, 27 crimes and offences occurred, 9 being “priority” crimes. There were 8 instances of vandalism (mostly unconnected – broken windows). 6 of the 27 crimes have been detected so far. Shoplifting accounted for 8 out of the 27 crimes, with one so far detected. The main targets are supermarkets, although one charity shop has also been a victim. Work is in place with Crime Reduction to combat this, with a shopkeepers’ meeting planned, and the individual offences are under investigation. 

Concerns were raised again by members regarding cycling without lights/on pavements, going up one-way streets the wrong way, and irresponsible car parking, particularly at road junctions. With regard to the latter, a clampdown is planned by the police when the Road Traffic Management Review report is published.


Yellow lines around the town have been repainted – there is a continuous yellow line down Bogie Street to Gladstone Road even though there are 45 minute waiting signs in place. Mary to write to Roads Department to query this. 


John advised PC McAdam that there are leaflets available about getting bikes ready for winter, and that an advisor is coming to Huntly to give advice and inspect bikes. John and/or PC McAdam to contact June Andrew, Road Safety Advisor, so that she can liaise with the adviser accordingly.


Hilda put on the table the October issue of the Local Policing Update for Marr. 

b)
Market Muir Update Tony advised the AGM was held on 27 September and the existing committee re-elected. The Community Council team came second at the recent quiz night. Landscape Services to be contacted re progress following the recent laying of topsoil. The next meeting is on 15 November and the next fundraising event is a coffee morning next year.
c)
Updates from Marr Area Office/Aberdeenshire Council 

- Minutes from the August Marr Area Bus Forum (next meeting March 2011 in Alford)


- Disabled parking – a list of parking spaces in Huntly was read out. Discussion ensued re legality of disabled people parking on yellow lines/ disabled non-badge holders parking in disabled places/ownership of individual spaces


- Network lunch re Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (out of date)

- Shire Connections Networking Lunch re above plan – 27 October, Inverurie
- Aberdeenshire Council’s quarterly Consultation E-newsletter including Aberdeenshire Live Survey and Huntly Road Traffic Management Review 

- Huntly Flood meeting – 28 October

- Aberdeen City and Shire Economic Future Workshops – “How to get the best out of the new planning system”

- Aberdeenshire Council Planning for the Future – Budget Briefings for Community Councils

- Weekly round-ups from the Scottish Government

d)
Community Planning 
- Email from Lizzy Shepherd outlining role of Community Ward Forums – to be invited to talk at November meeting.

- November Community Ward Forums – next Ward 14 forum is at Lumsden on 10 November, covering training needs, funding sources, grant application workshops (post-meeting note: Hilda, Mary and John to attend)

- Events/activities of interest: Sustainable Energy (flyer on table) at Huntly Learning Centre; Natural Energy event; Kincardine & Deeside befriending; Scottish wildcat

- Aberdeenshire Community Plan 2011-2015 – Working with our Communities – comments by 10 December (Hilda to submit). 

e)
Coat of Arms 

Event was an outstanding success. Hilda has compiled a Coat of Arms folder for future reference. Official photo and letter from Lord Lieutenant have been framed and will be displayed on wall of CC meeting room; existing photos/displays to be rearranged. Coat of Arms to be added to Chairman’s Board – Hilda has met with Barry Driver, signwriter, who suggests separate small shield above Board. Letters Patent to be displayed above door to Main Hall with framed wording on right of door. Display case for the flag to go on left (Duncan Anderson to provide quote). Information to be sent to Aberdeenshire Council Planning Dept to see if Listed Building Consent required. Thanks hampers ordered for Charles Burnett and Ann Simpson. Finances –Common Good Fund grant received, awaiting Top-Up grant; letters and cheques sent to performers; Hilda to be reimbursed for photo and frames; cheque required for hampers; £51.32 raised through collecting tins; donation of £10 from Bob in lieu of completing Treasure Map (Gillian to complete map and submit funds). Agreed to donate £25 for Help for Heroes. Night out on 22 October for organizing committee. 
f)
Road Traffic Management Review In response to our request for an update, Donald Boyd has advised that report is expected to go to Marr Area Committee in November. Mary to chase up interim draft report promised to the CC.
5.
Treasurer’s Report In the absence of an up to date bank statement, Bob circulated a statement of finances. There is £625.51 in the General Account, and £558 in the Coat of Arms fund. 
6.
Correspondence


For the Table Flyer re Energy course; Viewpoint; Design Awards; Acanthus Architects Autumn 2010 News; Woodland Pack; MSP Nanette Milne’s surgeries
Planning Applications details of 2 planning applications circulated.
Huntly Woodland Management Plan Numerous emails on the issue of woodlands. Tony updated members on the recent field trip to Findhorn and Forres which have similar issues to Huntly re tree-felling. Forres are developing a cycle track from funds received to manage their woodlands. Huntly needs a dedicated committee to secure similar funding and agree on future management of Battlehill and Meadows. Information pack re trip on table. Agreed to invite Steve Gray to a meeting early 2011.

Other Correspondence 
- Huntly and District Marketing Plan 2010-2014 received from Donald Boyd. Aim is to develop Huntly and district as a vibrant, dynamic visitor destination and touring base for visitors to the North-East; brand awareness to be increased. Four main seasonal events: spring – walking festival; summer – Entertainment in the Square; autumn – Hairst food festival; late autumn: Hairst Halloween. CC asked if EIS will go ahead in 2011 – Hilda to organize public meeting in November to determine interest/volunteer help available. Latter an ongoing problem – Tony suggested paying someone to organize the event.

- Invitation to official opening of new Dental Surgery 1 November

- Info re Deveron Arts events during October


- Association of Scottish Community Councils – annual conference 20 Nov

- Grampian Fire & Rescue Services – Draft Integrated Risk Management Plan – can be reviewed online – questionnaire responses by 31 December

- Marr Area Partnership – proposed changes 

- Letter from Cairnborrow windfarm developer re consultation November; acknowledgement from Vattenfall of our response to them

7.
AOCB 

- Halloween window competition – nominations to Mary by Sunday so that winner can be picked and Huntly Express advised in time for next week’s paper; Hilda to collect shield from last year’s winner (Huntly Hotel) and Mary to get certificate template from Avril

- Barriers – we should have 100 but only have 81. Borrowing system to be formalized - booking form drawn up and key to be held by us (ok’d with Ralph Singleton). If commercial organization borrowing, donation to be requested which will be put to into a fund for annual distribution to agreed causes. New procedure to be publicized in Huntly Express. Hairst Halloween  organizers have asked for barriers – Mary to contact them re new procedure.
- Hilda and Mary to tidy out CC cupboard in coming weeks. 

- Poppy Wreath from CC organized for Armistice Day. Agreed not ready to carry new flag for this  year.
- Trongate Bell – apparently last used at Queen’s Coronation – whereabouts now unknown.

- Caravans in car park behind police station – PC McAdam was asked if it was legal for these to be parked there long term. He knows of no legislation that bans this – may be covered by an Aberdeenshire Council by-law.

- Janitors – after-school activities suffering due to cutting back hours of janitors/caretaker staff per European Working Time Directive and no provision for signing of waiver to allow those staff who wish to, to work more hours.

- CC Christmas Night Out – members to think about where and when to have night out. 

ACTIONS:
Contact Huntly Development Trust re Road Traffic Management 



Review, huntly.net updates, 2011 EIS



Write to Recreation and Leisure re fencing of playparks



Write to Roads Dept re continuous yellow line on Bogie Street



Contact Hairst Halloween organizers re loan of barriers



Advise Huntly Express of Halloween Window competition winner



Invite Lizzy Shepherd, MAP, to November meeting



Chase up Top-Up Grant payment



Organise public meeting in November re 2011 EIS (Hilda)



Comment on Aberdeenshire Community Plan (Hilda)
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