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Minutes of the September 2010 meeting of Huntly Community Council held in the Council Chamber, The Stewart’s Hall, Huntly on Thursday 16 September
 at 7.30 pm

1.
Welcome and Apologies
Present: Hilda Lumsden-Gill (Chair); Tony Gill (Vice Chair) Bob Ness (Treasurer); Mary Burgerhout (Secretary); Hazel McIntosh; Freda McRae; John Greer; Gillian Petrie; Karen Reid; PC Neil McAdam; Pat Scott

Apologies: Kathryn Henderson, Cllrs Moira Ingleby, Alastair Ross, Joanna Strathdee

Hilda welcomed members, PC McAdam and Pat Scott to the meeting after the summer break. She advised that the student scheduled to attend the meeting would now not be coming; however, her questionnaires were distributed to members and she will be invited to a meeting in the future.
2.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  The minutes were proposed for acceptance 

by Bob Ness and seconded by Hazel McIntosh.
3.
Notice of Motion to Co-opt a Member As the Community Council is under its quota of 12 members, it has an option to co-opt a member/s for one year. Trine Luno has completed a nomination form which has been proposed by Kathryn Henderson and seconded by John Greer. All agreed with the principle of co-option and Trine Luno was duly co-opted. Mary will write confirming her co-option and inviting her to the next meeting.
4.
Matters Arising

a)
Police Issues PC McAdam presented his report. In the 91 days since the last meeting, there were 59 crimes/offences in Huntly. 18 of these were “priority” crimes, and 12 of the 18 were vandalisms. 23 crimes have been detected so far. In the same period in 2009 there were 103 crimes, and in 2008 58 crimes.

The Road Traffic Management Review report is awaited before the police start a period of traffic education and enforcement. They are working with The Gordon Schools and the Community School Network to address the issue of underage smoking around the school. Local shops are getting crime prevention advice from the Crime Reduction Officer and a Shopwatch scheme is being developed to combat retail crime. 

Issues raised with PC McAdam included cycling on pavements and the presence of fish vans in the Square, the latter which is an Aberdeenshire Council matter. Hilda advised that when raising issues, care should be taken to avoid making remarks that may identify individuals. She also pointed out that Huntly CC is one of the few fortunate enough to have a dedicated police presence at each meeting therefore allowing members to raise issues.
Over the summer Hilda has completed a Grampian Police Community Council questionnaire and received the Quarterly Policing Update. She also advised that in Inverurie on 25 September there is an event where young people will be serving older people and dispelling perceptions about “hoodies”. She issued a Pro-Social Behaviour survey where people are asked about their perceptions of youth – to be completed and returned to Secretary.


Coat of Arms Event - arrangements virtually complete for Sunday’s event.  Contingency plans in place in event of bad weather (event to take place in Stewart’s Hall and parade/salute potentially called off). Agreed to defer decision on donations to participating groups/individuals till after event pending review of finances. Hilda has received a letter from Alex Salmond MSP, and greetings from Malcolm Bruce MP, both of whom cannot attend - to be read out. Pat Scott will take “official” photos.


PC McAdam left the meeting at the conclusion of this item.

b)
Market Muir Update The next event is a fundraising Quiz Night on 24 September – teams of four sought with the Community Council agreeing to enter a team. There has been a summer recess but meantime topsoil has been laid on the rugby pitch, perimeter walls repaired, tree branches cut back, and two stanchions put in place at toilet end to prevent cars going onto the Muir. Next meeting is the AGM on 27 September.
c)
Updates from Marr Area Office/Aberdeenshire Council 

- New room at Stewart’s Hall out of use from November 2010  to July 2010 as Aberdeenshire Council moving there while their own premises are refurbished. John expressed concern about the knock-on effect on users of the room, particularly people with disabilities. 


- Road Traffic Management Review – email from Mark Skilling. Production of report has been delayed – now going to Marr Area Committee 28 September but draft promised early September has not been received. Secretary to chase up.


- Marr Area Bus Forum – summary of services plus minutes of March meeting. Minutes of August meeting held in Huntly awaited. 3 new bus-stops plus bus shelter scheduled for Deveron Road.


- Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2010 – put on table – 1 October is deadline for comments.


- ACSEF Workshop dates – August 2010 to February 2011.


- Equality Act 2010 – responses to consultation required by 24 September

- Various correspondence re Woodlands Group – Tony gave an update on plans to fell trees in the Meadows and Battlehill. Next meeting 27 September with visit to Forres 2 October.


- Scottish Government Weekly Round-Ups 


- Licensing Scotland Act 2005 re Variation of Premises Licence for Ex-Servicemen’s Club and Review of Policy Statement 2010-13 (both dates passed)
d)
Community Planning 

- Marr Community Plan 2010-2014 – put on table.


- Invitation to Marr Area Partnership AGM/community gathering 2 October.


- Marr Youth Action Plan and Community Councils – Hilda has replied giving details of our Youth Member Karen Reid. Hazel McLaren wishes Karen to give a talk. Hilda to forward e-mail to Karen for her information.
- Community Ward Forums – Hilda and Tony attended August Forum. Dates for 2011 forums provided.

- Briefing notes from Community Planning Board Meeting in June

- various emails from Lizzy Shepherd – info re Community Asset Fund; Post Office Diversification Fund for Scotland; 2010 Green Butterfly awards; Broadband Development Challenge Fund; Opportunities for Voluntary Activists. Hilda and Mary met with Lizzy in the summer. She has provided a summary of services provided by MAP and is willing to talk at a future meeting. To be carried over to next meeting.

e)
Coat of Arms See 4a) above.

f)
Road Traffic Management Review See 4c) above. 
g)
Garden Competition Thanks were expressed to Kathryn Henderson who worked extremely hard in organizing the Garden Competition, preparing a follow-up report and writing a letter of thanks to all entrants as well as judging. It was a great success, and thanks were also extended to John Greer and Fiona Murray as co-judges and to Avril for preparing the certificates. 
5.
Treasurer’s Report There is £2,130 in the General Fund, £1,272 of which belongs to the Coat of Arms fund. £2,822 has been raised in total for the Coat of Arms event. Hilda passed to Bob a donation for the CoA of £250 from the Huntly Development Trust (Aberdeenshire Council/Common Good Fund grants will be paid on production of invoices). Community Council’s own fund stands at £858, with £111 to be transferred from EIS fund. Gordon Highlanders’ account stands at £890 and EIS at £2,789. A cheque was written for Kathryn Henderson in payment of Garden Competition expenses.
6.
Correspondence


For the Table Campaign Newsletter “No Need for Nuclear”; Consultation E-Newsletter; NE News from Richard Baker MSP; Poster from NHS Grampian Team; Aberdeen Local Development Plan; Marr Community Plan.
Planning Applications details of 11 planning applications circulated.

Other Correspondence 
- Windfarm developments – the Community Council has been contacted by petitioners re proposed development at Marnoch, and by Vattenfall who are the developers for the Clashindarroch proposal. The policy decision taken some years ago that the Community Council would adopt a neutral stance re windfarm developments was revisited and a detailed discussion ensued. The history of previous windfarm applications and the politics surrounding Huntly’s entitlement, as the nearest market town, to any Windfarm Community Trust funding available, was discussed.  It was felt that the neutral stance should be maintained, in particular for developments that lie outwith the CC’s boundary, as the Council cannot claim to represent the views of their constituents without conducting a full-blown consultation exercise  and while this may be considered for any future developments that fall within its boundaries, it is not felt appropriate to do so in areas that are represented by other Community Councils. It was also felt that even if consultation took place, the controversial nature of windfarm developments is such that only vocal minorities, both for and against, will put forward their views and that the views of the majority of the community will not be represented, a situation the Community Council would not be comfortable with.  It was agreed that the Community Council produce a policy statement that can be used to respond to future requests for support or opposition to windfarm developments.

A decision on the windfarm application by Aberdeenshire Council is due early November and Vattenfall have offered to talk to the Community Council at the October meeting. In view of the neutral stance agreed above, it was agreed there was no merit in Vattenfall addressing the October meeting.  

Vattenfall had met with Hilda and Mary over the summer to invite the Community Council to be a member of the Community Windfarm Trust which will oversee the operation and distribution of the £80k per annum fund.
· SEPA Flooding Newsletter / information on sandbags

· Email from Association of Scottish Community Councils – the Community Council is, via Aberdeenshire Council, automatically a member of ASCC, who are keen to recruit an area representative for Aberdeenshire.  Email also received from Les Allan asking CCs to nominate a representative. There is also disquiet from other CCs re the running of the ASCC and a revised constitution is being called for.

· NHS Grampian are looking for non-executive Board members (poster on table)
· Press release re new website www.tradesadvisor.com where people can look up/recommend tradesmen in the North-East. Few entries for Huntly as yet.

· Various emails from Deveron Arts advising of forthcoming events.
· Letter from lady in England re tracing grandson of former fiancée killed in air crash – published in Huntly Express
7.
AOCB 

Over the summer, Hilda had been present at the opening of the bunkhouse behind the Gordon Arms hotel; had attended the Scrutiny and Audit Committee Information Gathering Session re Waste Management, the Community Ward Forum, and the Huntly Development Trust AGM. Hilda and Mary had been present at the launch of the Junior Tour Guides, had participated in a dissertation interview with a student re out-of-town convenience stores and had met with representatives from Vattenfall.

It was noted that information (minutes, contacts) about the Community Council on the huntly.net website is out of date. 


Mary advised that Aberdeenshire Council had once again invited community groups to submit requests for bedding plants. A notice had been place in the Huntly Express advising groups that forms were available until 24 September from Aberdeenshire Council. Thereafter Mary will collate the requirements and submit them to Sandy Grant by 30 September. 

The meeting closed at10 pm. Next meeting will be held on Thursday 21 October at 7.30 pm.
ACTIONS:
Confirm Dog Warden’s attendance at October meeting




Contact HDT re updating CC’s details on huntly.net website


Contact Donald Boyd re draft Road Traffic Management Review report


Respond to petitioners re Marnoch wind turbines proposal


Respond to Vattenfall re addressing October meeting

Produce policy statement re windfarm developments


Write to Trine Luno confirming co-option as member


Send completed questionnaires to student/confirm attendance at a future meeting


Advise Lizzy Shepherd that her information note will be discussed at October meeting


Return Pro-Social Behaviour Survey questionnaire

�


HUNTLY COMMUNITY COUNCIL











