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___________________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the November 2011 meeting of Huntly Community Council held in the Council Chamber, the Stewart’s Hall, Huntly on Thursday 17th November 2011
 at 7.30 pm

1.
Welcome and Apologies
Present: Hilda Lumsden-Gill (Chair); Tony Gill (Vice Chair); Bob Ness (Treasurer); Mary Burgerhout (Secretary); Freda McRae; Hazel McIntosh; John Greer; Rev Norma Milne; Colin Grant; PC Neil McAdam; Cllr Joanna Strathdee; Pat Scott (Huntly Express)
Cllr Stroud joined the meeting at 7.50 pm; John Swan joined the meeting at 7.55 pm.
Member of the public – Mr Alan Boyd.
Apologies: Cllr Moira Ingleby
Post-meeting note: Cllr Ross’ apologies were sent to the Chair but arrived as “spam” so not picked up until after the meeting.
Hilda welcomed all to this, the last meeting of 2011, and advised that John Swan would be joining the meeting for agenda item 3f).
2.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  The minutes of the 20th October meeting were proposed for acceptance by Bob Ness and seconded by Freda McRae. The notes of the Special Meeting convened on 25th October (re G-Med Out-of-Hours Service) were proposed for acceptance by Norma Milne and seconded by Tony Gill. Hilda advised that she and Mary had been busy “behind the scenes” with several CC matters in the last month.
3.
Matters Arising 
a)
Police Issues Hilda welcomed PC Neil McAdam who presented his report for the period 21st October to 17th November. There were 28 crimes and offences in the period, 5 of which were “priority” crimes and most of which were acts of vandalism – 14 have so far been detected. 9 Anti-Social Behaviour driving offences were identified during an operation to target “boy racers”, mostly around the Market Muir car park.
PC McAdam advised this would be his last meeting as he is being transferred to Alford in January, although he will still be involved in squadron/cadet duties. The two Huntly-based sergeants will be our future points of contact. Hilda expressed the CC’s regret that we were losing PC McAdam but thanked him for his contribution over the years, including his assistance with the Coat of Arms project, and added that his regular presence at meetings would be sorely missed. She invited a round of applause from members. 
Matters raised with PC McAdam: Cllr Strathdee asked if the police were aware of a bottles being thrown over a garden fence in Ogilvie Avenue (similar to past incidents in Green Road). PC McAdam was aware of one report, but stated there had been no repeat of the incident, and confirmed that the police had visited the property owners in Ogilvie Avenue. Cllr Strathdee asked if the police were still vigilant re cars being parked on zigzag lines; PC McAdam confirmed that this is monitored and appropriate action taken.
Bob Ness raised again the issue of vehicles parking on the junction of Scott Drive and King Street, and asked if the the 10 metre rule still applied. PC McAdam advised that there is no legal restriction on parking near junctions unless there is a yellow line. Bob also mentioned instances of cars not stopping when people are using the pedestrian crossing.

John Greer asked if a written acknowledgement of the handing in of a sum of money found by his daughter and her friend could be made, to reinforce that they had acted correctly. PC McAdam said that he would investigate the issue but that if the money had not been claimed within two months, the finders would be allowed to keep it.

Hilda thanked PC McAdam before he left the meeting at 7.45 pm, and all members said goodbye to him. Before introducing the next item Hilda reminded members of how fortunate we are, in comparison to other CCs, to have had a police presence at each of our meetings.


b)
Market Muir Update Tony advised that P5 pupils had planted 6,000 crocuses and 2,700 daffodils on 1st November and thanked both Hazel as the organising teacher, and Pat for the coverage in the Huntly Express. A committee meeting had been held on 14th November to discuss 2012 fundraising which will comprise a quiz night, bingo night and  coffee morning. The next meeting is on 9th February. Meantime, the provision of new floodlights and architect discussions re extending the pavilion are being progressed. The ground is being used for practice by youth teams and the Rugby Club and it is planned to boost the grass by refertilising in the spring so that the Rugby Club can play their matches there again in 2012.

c)
Updates from Marr Area Office/Aberdeenshire Council 
· Aberdeenshire Design Awards 2012 – invitation to nominate
· Safe Drive Stay Alive (held 31st October in Aberdeen)
· Aberdeenshire Local Outdoor Access Forum – invitation to participate in workshop
· Marr Area Bus Forum meeting – Hilda highlighted issues affecting Huntly
· Request for additional bins – update on progress re Green Road request

d)
Community Planning

· Hilda and Tony had attended the Community Ward Forum at Lumsden on 9th November – it had been a very successful meeting and Hilda urged other members to consider attending 2012 forums

· List of meeting dates for 2012

· National Standards for Community Engagement – further training
· Information on progress re Tarland-Aboyne cycle route


e)
Coat of Arms Project 

· The Planning Application for the display case to house the flag has been lodged and comments are invited by 15th December. Hilda and Mary had met with the Council Planner to go through the required documentation, which included site and location maps which had to be purchased from Blackwells. Mary passed to John the notification which is to be posted at the proposed site; she will chase Duncan Anderson (joiner) re confirmation of the cost quoted originally for the display case
· The flag was not carried on Armistice Day as it was not possible to procure a belt, flagpole etc in time. Further fundraising will be required to purchase these but it is hoped that the flag can be displayed for Armistice Day 2012.

· Usage of the Coat of Arms logo – Mary had asked June Carter, who requested some time ago to use the logo on her letterheads, to provide as agreed a copy of her new stationery. She advised she is using up stocks of old stationery but will forward us a copy when available.

· Hilda read a letter from Roy Partridge who has requested permission for the logo to be used on promotional material in respect of the “Huntly Pound” (a form of local currency) initiative which is to be promoted at the Farmers’ Market on 17th December.


It was agreed that getting the logo “out there” was important and that the request be 
granted on the understanding that usage is for promotional purposes only at this stage.

· Bob confirmed that £289 had been raised at the recent Bingo Night.

f)
Addition of Name to War Memorial Cllr Strathdee advised that she had spoken to the Head of Legal Services, and to Les Allan, and that Aberdeenshire Council have agreed the addition of Corporal Pike’s name to the War Memorial; the CC however awaits Landscape Services’ confirmation of this and other details. Hilda read out a letter (received in response to Mary’s letter Mrs Pike senior) from Sergeant Penhallurick of the Royal Artillery in which he advised that Mrs Pike and Corporal Pike’s widow were happy for his name to be added to the War Memorial and to the Gordon Schools’ memorial window. Invited to speak, John Swan stated that the FPA would be meeting in January, but to get the ball rolling he has contacted the FPA with some preliminary thoughts. He passed round some photographs of the existing memorial window and suggested where Corporal Pike’s name might be added. It was agreed that the next step was for Sergeant Penhallurick to be contacted to ascertain the family’s wishes re their involvement in a Service of Dedication. Hilda advised that thereafter that everything would have to be carefully planned, with the form of the service, invitees, funding etc to be taken into account, and that it was likely to be some months before the service takes place. It was agreed that those involved in arranging a similar service in Kirkcaldy be contacted in due course for advice, and if required the Adjutant of the 4th Battalion. Meantime, Norma will contact Bishop Strange, who has experience in this area, for advice.
In response to a query from Cllr Strathdee re the listed building status of the War Memorial, Mary quoted an email from Steve Gray which indicates that no application need be made as long as the lettering of the new inscription matches existing lettering.

g)
Feedback from G-Med Out-of-Hours Service Special Meeting There had been positive feedback from the meeting held on 25th October and it has been pleasing to note that the matter is now in the public domain, as evidenced by the press coverage and correspondence, and the recent meeting between MSPs and George McLean, G-Med Manager. The CC has written a letter of thanks to Mr McLean which also highlights the contentious nature of the issue. It was agreed the CC would also write a letter to Richard Carey, Chief Executive of NHS Grampian, reiterating the local community’s strong opposition to the proposals. Individuals are however still encouraged to write their own letters, and Hilda thanked Pat for providing the appropriate contact details in the Huntly Express. These are: Mr Richard Carey, Chief Executive NHS Grampian, Summerfield House, Eday Road, Aberdeen. Cllr Stroud asked that the CC’s letter be copied in to the Aberdeen Community Health Partnership. It was also suggested that Huntly CC contact Strathbogie and Tap o’Noth CCs to ensure continued awareness of the issue in local communities.
Cllr Strathdee left the meeting at 8.45 pm. John Swan left the meeting at 8.50 pm.

h)
Feedback from Brander Building Meeting Hilda and Mary had attended a meeting with representatives from MAP and Aberdeenshire Council, the outcome of which is that there is to be a public meeting, organized by the latter, on 30th November in the Stewart’s Hall for the generation of ideas on the future of the two museum rooms. Hilda urged CC members to attend the meeting, to which various community groups have also been invited. In response to a query from Alan Boyd about public awareness of the meeting, Hilda advised that there was to be a press release in the Huntly Express. It was agreed to advise Hazel McLaren of Aberdeenshire Council of the possibility of strike action on 30th November which may impact on the Stewart Hall’s availability as a venue. Meantime, items returned by Museum Services to the CC re the Italian visit of some years ago have been stored in the CC’s cupboard in the Stewart’s Hall.
i)
Halloween Window Competition There were a greater number of entries this year, with the Duke Street Pharmacy voted by CC members as winners. Mary will collect the shield and pass it to the Pharmacy.
Hilda advised members that the Christmas Window Competition would be judged after the tree-switch mid December and that nominations should be given to Mary by the 11th. Cllr Stroud advised that in Alford senior school pupils organise and judge the competition; Hilda said that this may be considered for Huntly in 2012. 

j)
Road Traffic Management Review  No response has been received to the email sent to Mark Skilling after the October meeting requesting a progress report on the implementation of proposals. Cllrs Ross and Stroud will be asked to progress this; Mary to pass to them a copy of the email sent to Mark Skilling. Hazel asked whether the Coat of Arms was to appear on town signage and it was advised that HDT had offered to take responsibility for this. It was reported that the Huntly Business Association are also concerned at the apparent non-implementation of the RTMR proposals.
4.
Amendments to Constitution Aberdeenshire Council have requested that clauses covering how CCs deal with planning applications and a Code of Conduct for Community Councillors be incorporated into all CCs’ constitutions. They have also asked for a copy of our most recent constitution. We have responded to their email outlining the existing situation and await their further advice; we will however have to amend our constitution in the New Year to take account of the above requirements, and have it subsequently approved by Les Allan and adopted by the CC. Pat will pass an electronic copy of the Strathbogie CC constitution, modelled on the Huntly constitution, to Mary. 
alloween Window Competition

5.
Treasurer’s Report  Bob advised that there is £1,291 in the General Account, £698 of which is ring-fenced for the Coat of Arms project. The Gordon Highlanders account remains at £763 and the EIS account at £3,761. He advised that statements are only sent now when a transaction is made on an account. 
Bob left the meeting at 9.05 pm.

6.
Correspondence

There were no items for the table.

Planning – there were five planning applications in progress, one of which is the CC’s application to erect a display case in the Stewart’s Hall. The proposal to convert a former shop in the Square to a nursery was discussed, with concern being expressed that it would not continue as a retail outlet. HDT’s application to install an Archimedean Screw generator on the Bogie was also discussed, including the apparent requirement for access via private land. Cllr Stroud advised that if private land is involved, it is a civil rather than a planning issue. Public comments on the HDT application are invited by 24th November and it was agreed to ask Aberdeenshire Council for an extension to the end of January to allow us to take up Donald Boyd’s offer to give a presentation about the proposal to the CC. If granted, a Special Meeting will be convened for the presentation.
Stagecoach – travel vouchers for use by 18th December.
Deveron Arts – Mike Inglis’ talk (past).
7.
AOCB
· We have written to the Youth Forum and the Gordon Schools to ask for nominations for a Youth Member to replace Karen Reid – no response as yet. Mary to follow up with Sharon Scapens’ replacement.
· EIS – Hilda has had an EIS 2011 “review” with Sgt Mackinnon. She advised that there will be a meeting in January to discuss the format/frequency of future EISs. 

· Christmas Night Out – it was agreed to hold it at the Gordon Arms on Saturday 10th December at 7.30 pm.
· Streetlights – a number of lights across various parts of the town have not been operating for several days. On contacting Aberdeenshire Council, Hilda had been advised that it is a hydro-electric issue.

Hilda thanked everyone for attending the meeting, which closed at 10.00 pm, and wished all a happy Christmas. The next meeting will be held on 19th January 2012 at 7.30 pm.
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