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___________________________________________________________________________________

Special Meeting of Huntly Community Council
held on Tuesday 25th October 2011 at 7.30 pm

in the OAP Hall, Church Street
Present:
Hilda Lumsden-Gill (Chairwoman); Tony Gill (Vice-Chair); Bob Ness 



(Treasurer); Hazel McIntosh; Freda McRae; Rev Norma Milne; Mary 


Burgerhout (Secretary)



Cllrs Joanna Strathdee and Alastair Ross



Members of the public
The Special Meeting was convened, as per the terms of the Constitution, to discuss the forthcoming changes to the G-Med Out-of-Hours service, a topic which was raised by Hilda on behalf of Councillor Strathdee under AOCB at the September 2011 meeting of the Community Council. It was felt that the topic warranted further information and discussion because of the concerns raised within the community and by local health professionals alike regarding how the changes to this vital service would impact on Huntly in particular, and this could not be dealt with adequately within the context of a normal Community Council meeting.
There was a turnout of around 100 people, including representatives from the local GP practice and the press. Hilda opened the meeting by welcoming everyone and advising that there was just one item on the agenda, as described above. She introduced George McLean, G-Med General Manager, NHS Grampian, who gave a 20 minute presentation on his remit as out-of-hours manager, on statistics covering the whole of Grampian but with specific reference to Huntly, and the reasons for the changes which basically mean there will no longer be a doctor on call in Huntly out-of-hours – they will be replaced by Nurse Practitioners, who already provide 20% of the cover. 
A one-hour question and answer session followed. There was concern from all corners about the proposed changes, particularly from two of the GPs present who refuted Mr McLean’s claims about the difficulties of sourcing doctors in Huntly for the out-of-hours rota. Concern was further expressed about the fragility of the service and the potential impact on patients. Other health practitioners echoed these views, and members of the public were especially concerned that they would no longer be able to have a doctor to call on them out-of-hours if the need arose. Concern was also expressed that the currently Huntly-based doctors are being relocated to Turriff which is considered by Mr McLean as a more central base and closer to Fraserburgh where there are frequent call-outs. Mr McLean was adamant that he could defend the decision to reduce cover in Huntly, which he claimed was not financially motivated.
The meeting ended at 9 pm. Hilda thanked Mr McLean for his presentation and the public for attending the meeting, and summarised the contentious nature of the issue being discussed, adding that it was likely that there would be follow-up action by the local community.
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