[image: image1.png]




[image: image2.emf]
___________________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of the October 2011 meeting of Huntly Community Council held in the Council Chamber, the Stewart’s Hall, Huntly on Thursday 20th October 2011
 at 7.30 pm

1.
Welcome and Apologies
Present: Hilda Lumsden-Gill (Chair); Tony Gill (Vice Chair); Bob Ness (Treasurer); Freda McRae; Hazel McIntosh; Rev Norma Milne; Colin Grant; PC Neil McAdam; Mary Burgerhout (Secretary)
Apologies: Cllr Joanna Strathdee; Pat Scott (Huntly Express)
Hilda welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.
Minutes of the Previous Meeting  The September minutes were proposed for acceptance by Hazel McIntosh and seconded by Bob Ness.
3.
Matters Arising Hilda advised that Mr John Swan, former rector of the Gordon Schools, would join the meeting at 8 pm to provide input to the discussion on item 3g), and there would thus be a rearrangement of the order in which Matters Arising were discussed. 
a)
Police Issues Hilda welcomed PC Neil McAdam who presented his report for the period 16th September to 20th October. There were 29 crimes in the period, 7 of which were “priority”, and most acts of vandalism. 11 have been detected so far. The Mobile Police Surgery was at the Farmers’ Market on 1st October; visits by the public to the surgeries in general are not high but they are nevertheless considered worthwhile by the Police. An autumn cycle road safety check was carried out on the same date by the Road Safety Advisor.
The recent graffiti-spraying incident at the War Memorial and other sites was discussed. Hilda expressed the sadness felt in the town that such an incident, rare in Huntly, had taken place. PC McAdam concurred but advised that it had been a random act rather than a deliberate attack, and that specialist cleaners had been brought in to obliterate all traces of the graffiti.

PC McAdam advised that local shopkeepers have been asked in the run-up to Halloween to monitor the sale of flour/eggs which could be used as “ammunition” by young people.

Hilda advised members that the quarterly Local Policing Update, which she provided a summary of, was available for viewing. She asked PC McAdam whether he would be able to provide a pole, belt etc for carrying the town flag at the forthcoming Armistice Day parade. While able to arrange for a youth group member to carry the flag, it is unlikely that he will be able to procure the additional items in time.  However, Colin advised that he may be able to source these and will confirm this in the coming week. 

b)
Market Muir Update Tony advised that the recent well-attended Quiz Night had been very successful. The AGM was held on 26th September and five new members have been recruited including some from the Youth Football Club. The Rugby Club will resume playing there when the grass is fully established. Floodlights are to be erected at the Asda end of the pitch on two streetlamps made available by the Council. The bulb-planting, thanks to Landscape Services and the Primary School P5s, is scheduled for 1st or 2nd November – date to be confirmed. PC McAdam was requested to put the necessary roadside safety precautions in place. Volunteers are sought to help with the planting.

c)
Coat of Arms Update The recent Bingo night, although clashing with several other events, was financially successful, and Bob advised that there is now £743 ring-fenced for the Coat of Arms Project. This will cover the cost of the two plaques (already in place) and the display case for the flag, leaving around £100 which will be used to pay part of the cost of a belt, pole etc. We await Duncan Anderson’s invoice/confirmation that the quote he provided last year is still valid. Meantime, Listed Building consent for the erection of the display case has been applied for; Mary advised however that the Council have requested further information in the shape of site and location plans.  
Mr Swan joined the meeting at 8 pm.


d)         Addition of Name to War Memorial Hilda welcomed Mr Swan. She thanked in their absence Cllrs Strathdee and Ingleby for their communications with the Council on the issue, and summarised the various emails received regarding the permissions required to add a name to the Memorial. Mr Swan outlined the history of former pupils’ names being added to the Window of Remembrance (WW1) and Granite Cross (WW2) in the school, and advised that the Former Pupils Association, the Headmaster and senior management at the school were supportive of Corporal Pike’s name being added in an appropriate space. Bob confirmed that the Ex-Servicemen’s Club are fully in support of his name being added to the war memorial and it would appear that there are no legal barriers to this being done. However, Mary advised that Les Allan of the Marr Area Office had stated that, given the divisiveness which arose in Rhynie following a similar event some years ago, he would have to consult fully with his colleagues if we wished to go ahead. Bob pointed out that the Rhynie issue had been different as the individual concerned had neither lived in Rhynie or died in active service. Hilda thanked in her absence Pat Scott for her recent article on the front page of the Huntly Express which alerted the local community to the issue and has provided an opportunity for debate. She reported that feedback has been broadly supportive, with just one person opposing the plan. 


It was agreed that the Secretary write to Mr Allan to confirm our wish to have Corporal Pike’s name added to the War Memorial, so that he can carry out any necessary consultation, and to request his confirmation that the Council, as the “caretakers” of the memorial (raised in the 1920s by public subscription), would bear the cost of adding the name. He will also be advised of the Gordon Schools’ intentions.  The Secretary will also write to Corporal Pike’s mother to seek her permission in respect of both the Community Council and the school’s plans. Mr Swan will provide a paragraph from the school’s perspective to both these letters. He suggested the letter to Mrs Pike be sent before the forthcoming Remembrance Day and this will be done.

It was confirmed that if Mr Allan and Mrs Pike are supportive of the addition of Corporal Pike’s name, the event would be marked by a Service of Dedication at the War Memorial, followed by a commemoration at the school.

Hilda thanked Mr Swan, who left the meeting at 8.25 pm, and PC McAdam, who left at 8.30 pm, for attending.

e)
Updates from Marr Area Office/Aberdeenshire Council 
· Co-option of Young Persons onto Community Council – the CC had responded to the Council’s initiative by stating that this was already in place and we had had a successful experience of having a youth member, Karen Reid. We will now write to the Gordon Schools and the Youth Forum to ask them to nominate a second youth candidate.

· Huntly Woodlands Public Art Plan – already circulated to members. 
· Various Restriction of Traffic notices

· Public Consultations – proposed development of a care village in Inverurie; Curriculum for Excellence and ADP Forward Strategy (for Viewpoint 27); Kemnay Woods Forest Plan– this in fact is within the boundaries of Strathbogie Community Council, and the proposer will be advised accordingly.
· Review of Polling Districts and Polling Stations – the Council’s response to our suggestion (ref last meeting) was read out

· Long Service Award – confirmation that Bob’s award will be presented in early 2012

· City and Shire Strategic Development Planning Authority – Main Issues Report and Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance. Report available to members to read and return.
· Budget Briefing Papers 1 and 2 – as per above.
f)         Community Planning Hilda reminded members that this is a standing item on the 

agenda, and is designed to encourage agencies to work jointly for the good of the area.  
· November Community Ward Forum – next Ward 14 Forum is on 9th November at the Scottish Sculpture Workshop, Lumsden, 6.45 for 7 pm
· CC representative on Leader Group – the two candidate profiles (from Mearns and Ballater) were circulated and members’ preference indicated
· Information re a variety of events (already circulated to members)

g)
Cairnborrow Community Turbine/Meikleton of Ardonald Community Liaison Forum Updates Hilda advised we had received invitations from Community Renewables to attend an event in Inverness, and from West Coast Energy to attend the drop-in sessions held earlier in the week (both previously circulated). 
Colin confirmed that he is to attend an initial meeting of the Meikleton of Ardonald  Community Liaison Forum on 24th November. 

Hilda invited Hazel to summarise the discussion which took place at the final meeting of the Cairnborrow Community Turbine Working Group meeting, the minutes of which are awaited. Hazel confirmed that the percentage split of the benefit is to be HDT 70%, Glass 20% and the AB54 area 10%. She felt that the process had not been worthwhile and that HDT had simply wanted to be seen to carry out a consultation while in reality there was little room for negotiation. A general discussion ensued on the justification for HDT’s 70% allocation and their authority or otherwise to have the final say on this.
h)
Arrangements for Special Meeting re G-Med Out of Hours Service A meeting has been arranged for Tuesday 25th October at 7.30 pm in the OAP Hall, Church Street. George McLean, G-Med manager, will talk on the proposed changes to the service. Dr Carter and his colleagues, and the Home Care Supervisor, have also been invited, as have the general public. A reminder will appear in the Huntly Express this Friday, following last week’s main article for which Pat Scott in her absence was thanked.
i)
Request for Additional Bins Our requests for garden and dog waste bins have been turned down. We await a response re a general purpose bin at the Green Road play area.

6.
Treasurer’s Report The general account holds £1,370 of which £743 is ring-fenced for the Coat of Arms project, leaving £627 in general funds; the Gordon Highlanders’ account stands at £764 and the EIS account at £3,762. Bob proposed that the financial year-end for the EIS account be changed to 30th November for this and subsequent years, as all transactions associated with this year’s event will be complete by then. This was agreed. The invoice for the raffle license which will cover next year’s event will therefore be paid to Aberdeenshire Council on 1st December. 
7.
Correspondence


For the Table: 
· Huntly Wellbeing Festival
· Deveron Arts – Halloween Festival Programme
· Scottish Water – Protect your Pipes leaflet
· Complimentary bag/stationery from Glens of Foudland Community Windfarm Trust Open Day
· Battlehill Planting Event 6th November
· The Community Councillor magazine
Planning 
· Update from Aberdeenshire Council re neon sign on Duke Street; the sign is to be removed but an application can subsequently be made by the owner/tenant
· Update re change of use of former Museum Room (Brander building) to office - approved. We wrote some months ago to AC stating our concern at lack of consultation; there is also concern in the community that HDT moved in two months before the application was approved, and about the loss of museum space – Hilda and Mary to attend a meeting on 27th October to discuss plans for a community consultation exercise on how to use the remaining space.
· Planning applications – three applications were listed; there was discussion about the plans to convert a shop in Bogie Street into a dwelling-house which goes against the recommendations of the recent retail sector review and HBA’s aspirations for the town. Hilda advised that an application has also been submitted by HDT for the construction of a footpath along the Portsoy road.
Other Correspondence

· Stagecoach launch of new No. 10 bus for Aberdeen-Inverness route (attended on 30th September by Mary and Freda)
· Scottish Water – Winter Code
· Sign-up invitation for E-connect (Scottish Health Council)
· Deveron Arts – past promotions, but see “For the Table” 
8.
AOCB
· Bob confirmed to Hilda that the poppy wreath for Armistice Day has been ordered, and that a practice run will be held on 10th November.
· The winner of the Halloween Window Competition will be informed on the afternoon of Saturday 29th, and the result will be in the following week’s paper - members to let Mary know their choice by Saturday 29th morning. 

· Christmas night out – members to think about where they would like to go and bring their views to the next meeting.
· Bob asked when the recommendations of the Road Traffic Management Review would be implemented (apparently HDT are working on signage incorporating the Coat of Arms). It was agreed to write to Mark Skilling.
Hilda thanked everyone for attending the meeting, which closed at 9.45 pm. The next meeting will be held on Thursday 17th November at 7.30 pm.
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